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SECTION 1: ARCHITECTURE OF INDIA — HIGH-YIELD EXECUTIVE DOSSIER

Ancient and medieval Indian architecture represents a premier high-weightage theme across SSC CGL Tier-1/Tier-2, RRB NTPC, and
State PSC examinations. The questions rigorously test the distinction between regional temple orders, dynastic patrons, ground plans,
and structural components.

1.1 Mauryan Period Art & Architecture (3rd Century BCE)

» Court Art vs. Popular Folk Art: Mauryan artistic output is categorized into state-sponsored court initiatives (Ashokan Pillars,
imperial palaces) and indigenous popular art (Yaksha/Yakshini sculptures, terracottas).

» Ashokan Monolithic Pillars: Chiseled entirely out of single blocks of buff-colored fine-grained sandstone quarried at Chunar (near
Mirzapur, UP). Key anatomical features: monolithic shaft tapering upwards, bell-shaped inverted lotus capital, circular abacus, and
crowning animal sculpture (Lion, Elephant, Bull, Horse).

» Sarnath Lion Capital: Crowned by four back-to-back Asiatic lions symbolizing sovereign authority, resting on an abacus depicting
a galloping Horse (West), Bull (South), Elephant (East), and Lion (North), separated by 24-spoked Dharmachakras. Adopted as the
National Emblem of India on 26 January 1950, bearing the motto Satyameva Jayate (Truth Alone Triumphs) chiseled in
Devanagari script from the Mundaka Upanishad.

» Didarganj Yakshini: Discovered near Patna (Bihar), holding a fly-whisk (chauri). Celebrated worldwide for its life-size realism,
sensual grace, and the distinctive 'Mauryan Polish'—a mirror-like glossy surface finish achieved through specialized quartz-sand

burnishing.

* Stupa Architecture: Core anatomical elements: (1) Anda: Hemispherical earthen/brick dome representing the cosmos and relics;
(2) Medhi: Circular elevated plinth designed for Pradakshina (clockwise circumambulation); (3) Harmika: Square railed balcony
crowning the Anda, representing the sacred abode of divinity; (4) Yashti & Chhatra: Central central mast supporting three tiered
umbrellas symbolizing the Buddha, the Dharma, and the Sangha; (5) Toranas: Ceremonial monumental entrance gateways
situated at the four cardinal directions, intricately carved with Jataka narrative friezes (e.g., Sanchi Stupa-1 in Madhya Pradesh,

commissioned by Ashoka and enlarged under the Sungas).

1.2 The Three Classical Indian Temple Orders — Comparative Blueprint

Feature / Metric

Geographical Spread

Superstructure (Tower)

Crowning Apex Element

Gateway Architecture

Water Reservoir

Ground Plan Layout

Exemplary Monuments

Nagara Style (North)

Himalayas to Vindhyas (North &
Central India)

Shikhara: Curvilinear, beehive-like
convex spire tapering inward.

Crowned by ribbed disc (Amalaka) &
water-pot (Kalasha).

No towering gateways; temple is built
on an elevated plinth (Jagati).

Usually absent inside complex (except
stepped tank in Solanki style).

Square plan; Panchayatana style (1
main shrine + 4 corner subsidiary
shrines).

Kandariya Mahadeva (Khajuraho),
Lingaraja (Odisha), Modhera Sun
Temple.

Dravida Style (South)

Krishna River to Kanyakumari (South
India)

Vimana: Geometrical, stepped
pyramid rising tier upon tier (talas).

Crowned by octagonal/domical cupola
(Shikhara / Stupika).

Soaring monumental entrance towers

(Gopurams), often taller than Vimana.

Sacred temple tank (Kalyani /

Pushkarini) is mandatory inside walls.

Enclosed inside fortified courtyard
walls (Prakara); pillared corridors.

Brihadisvara Temple (Thanjavur),
Shore Temple (Mahabalipuram).

Vesara Style (Deccan)

Vindhyas to Krishna (Karnataka /
Deccan)

Hybrid confluence of curvilinear
profile with stepped tiers.

Combination of Kalasha on stepped
miniature tiers.

Moderate dwaras/gateways; focus
remains on the sanctum plinth.

Integrated water kalyani adjacent to
the temple base.

Intricate Stellate (star-shaped)
ground plans with multiple
projections.

Hoysaleswara (Halebidu),
Chennakesava (Belur), Kailasa
(Ellora).

1.3 Prominent Regional Sub-Schools of the Nagara Style

1. Odisha (Kalinga) Sub-School: Divided into three architectural components: (a) Rekha Deula: Tall curvilinear tower rising vertically
and curving inwards near the summit directly over the sanctum (Garbhagriha); (b) Pidha Deula / Bhadra Deula: Stepped pyramidal
tiered roof covering the square assembly hall (Jagamohana); (c) Khakhara Deula: Barrel-vaulted oblong roof reserved for Mother

Goddess (Shakti) shrines. Examples: Lingaraja Temple (Bhubaneswar, built by Somavamsi dynasty), Jagannath Temple (Puri), Sun
Temple (Konark, built by Narasimhadeva | of Eastern Ganga dynasty; shaped as a monumental celestial chariot of Surya with 12 pairs
of exquisitely carved wheels drawn by 7 horses).
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2. Khajuraho (Chandela) Sub-School: Characterized by high stone platforms (Jagati), cohesive exterior and interior carvings, and
the Panchayatana layout (main temple flanked by 4 subsidiary shrines). Both outer and inner walls display intricate relief sculptures
depicting gods, court life, and mithuna couples. Masterpiece: Kandariya Mahadeva Temple, dedicated to Lord Shiva.

3. Solanki (Maru-Gurjara) Sub-School (Gujarat & Rajasthan): Famous for absence of carvings on internal walls contrasting with
profuse external relief, decorative carved arches (Toranas), and massive stepped water tanks. Masterpiece: Sun Temple at Modhera
(built by King Bhima | of Solanki dynasty in 1026 CE). During equinoxes, the first rays of the rising sun illuminated the deity in the inner
sanctum.

1.4 Vesara Order & Hoysala Stellate Ground Plans

The Hoysala dynasty (11th—14th century CE in southern Karnataka) elevated the Vesara style into a world-renowned architectural
genre using soft chloritic schist (soapstone), which permitted jewel-like microscopic carvings. Key features include:

« Stellate (Star-Shaped) Plan: The temple plinth and walls are arranged in a series of star-shaped projections, multiplying the wall
surface available for sculpture.

» Upapitha Platform: A wide raised platform on which devotees perform circumambulation (Pradakshina) while admiring continuous
horizontal friezes depicting elephants (stability), lions (courage), horses (speed), and scenes from the Ramayana, Mahabharata,
and Bhagavata Purana.

*« UNESCO Inscription (2023): The 'Sacred Ensembles of the Hoysalas'—comprising the Chennakeshava Temple at Belur,
Hoysaleswara Temple at Halebidu, and Keshava Temple at Somanathapura—were formally inscribed as UNESCO World Heritage
Sites.

SECTION 2: LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT — PART IX & IXA CONSTITUTIONAL
MATRIX

Synthesized directly from the RRB NTPC & SSC General Studies archives, this section outlines the precise constitutional articles,
powers, and financial decentralization frameworks governing Panchayats and Urban Local Bodies (ULBSs).

2.1 The 73rd Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 (Part IX, Eleventh Schedule)

» Constitutional Grounding: Gave practical operational effect to Article 40 of the Directive Principles of State Policy (Organization
of Village Panchayats). Added Part IX and the Eleventh Schedule containing 29 functional items (e.g., agriculture, rural housing,
drinking water, poverty alleviation).

« Article 243A (Gram Sabha): The primary democratic deliberative body consisting of all persons registered in the electoral rolls
relating to a village within the Panchayat area.

« Article 243B (Three-Tier System): Mandates Panchayats at the Village, Intermediate (Panchayat Samiti), and District (Zilla
Parishad) levels across all states, except states with a population not exceeding 20 lakhs (which may dispense with the
intermediate level).

* Article 243D (Reservations): Reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in proportion to their population in
the Panchayat area. Not less than one-third (33%) of the total number of seats must be reserved for women (several states have
enhanced this to 50%).

« Article 243l (State Finance Commission): The Governor of a State must constitute a State Finance Commission every five years

to review the financial position of Panchayats and recommend principles for devolution of net state tax revenues.

« Article 243K (State Election Commission): The superintendence, direction, and control of electoral rolls and conduct of all
Panchayat elections are vested in an independent State Election Commissioner appointed by the Governor.

2.2 The 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, 1992 (Part IXA, Twelfth Schedule)

» Twelfth Schedule: Contains 18 functional items for Municipalities (urban planning, regulation of land use, roads, bridges, public
health).

« Article 243Q (Constitution of Municipalities): Establishes a three-tier urban local governance hierarchy: (1) Nagar Panchayat for
a transitional area (rural to urban); (2) Municipal Council for a smaller urban area; (3) Municipal Corporation for a larger urban
metropolitan area.

« Article 243X (Financial Powers of Municipalities — HIGH-YIELD PYQ FOCUS): Expressly authorizes the State Legislature by
law to: (a) Authorize a Municipality to levy, collect, and appropriate specified taxes, duties, tolls, and fees; (b) Assign to a
Municipality taxes levied and collected by the State Government; (c) Provide for grants-in-aid to Municipalities from the
Consolidated Fund of the State; (d) Provide for the constitution of funds for crediting all moneys of the Municipalities.
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* Article 243ZD & 243ZE (Planning Committees): Mandates the creation of a District Planning Committee (DPC) in every district to
consolidate Panchayat and Municipal development plans, and a Metropolitan Planning Committee (MPC) for metropolitan areas
exceeding 10 lakh population.

SECTION 3: CLASSICAL & FOLK DANCE ATLAS OF INDIA (STATIC GK)

Classical Dance Origin State Core Defining Feature / Legend

Originates from ancient Sadir temple dance; Natya Shastra traditions; Ekaharya (one
Bharatanatyam Tamil Nadu dancer takes many roles).

Elaborate facial makeup (Pacha for noble, Kathi for villainous); mudras; dramatizes
Kathakali Kerala epics; male-dominated.

'Dance of the Enchantress'; solo female dance; graceful swaying movements; white
Mohiniyattam Kerala and gold Kasavu costume.

Storytellers (Kathakars); intricate footwork (Tatkar), rapid spins (Chakkars); Lucknow &
Kathak Uttar Pradesh Jaipur Gharanas.

Origins in Maharis; prominent Tribhanga posture (three bends in neck, torso, knee) and
Odissi Odisha Chowk stance.

Founded by Siddhendra Yogi; Tarangam dance balancing with feet on the brass plate
Kuchipudi Andhra Pradesh rim and pot on head.

Introduced in the 15th century by Vaishnavite saint Srimanta Sankardev as part of the
Sattriya Assam Sattras (monasteries).

Celebrates Radha-Krishna Raasleela; graceful circular movements; Kumil (stiff
Manipuri Manipur barrel-shaped skirt).

SECTION 4: HIGH-YIELD SOLVED PREVIOUS YEAR QUESTIONS (SSC &
RAILWAYS)

Q1. The Didarganj Yakshini sculpture, discovered near Patna, is a paramount example of Mauryan popular art. Which surface
characteristic distinguished it from contemporary sculptures?

(a) Terrocotta glazed firing  (b) Mirror-like Mauryan polish  (c) Stucco plaster finish ~ (d) Unfinished rough granite chiseled
texture

Correct Answer: (b) Mirror-like Mauryan polish
» Explanation: The Didarganj Yakshi (3rd century BCE, Mauryan era) is crafted from Chunar sandstone and features the iconic
mirror-like lustrous 'Mauryan Polish', an advanced metallurgical and stone-finishing technique of the era.

Q2. Under the 74th Constitutional Amendment Act, which Article specifically empowers Municipalities to levy, collect, and
appropriate local taxes, duties, tolls, and fees?

(a) Article 243Q  (b) Article 243W  (c) Article 243X (d) Article 243ZA

Correct Answer: (c) Article 243X
» Explanation: Article 243X provides the constitutional authority for State Legislatures to empower Urban Local Bodies (Municipalities)
to impose and collect designated local taxes, duties, tolls, and fees, ensuring local fiscal decentralization.

Q3. In the Odisha school of Nagara temple architecture, what is the assembly hall (Mandapa) known as?
(a) Rekha Deula  (b) Jagamohana  (c) Natamandira  (d) Bhogamandira

Correct Answer: (b) Jagamohana
» Explanation: In Kalinga/Odisha temple design, the sanctum tower is called Rekha Deula, while the adjoining square
congregational/assembly hall is designated as the Jagamohana. Later developments added the Natamandira (dance hall) and
Bhogamandira (hall of offerings).

Q4. Which dynasty is celebrated for perfecting the Vesara temple style characterized by intricate star-shaped (stellate)
ground plans made of chloritic schist soapstone?

(a) Rashtrakuta Dynasty  (b) Chola Dynasty  (c) Hoysala Dynasty  (d) Pallava Dynasty
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Correct Answer: (c) Hoysala Dynasty
» Explanation: The Hoysalas of Belur, Halebidu, and Somanathapura (Karnataka) utilized soft soapstone to sculpt star-shaped
(stellate) multiple shrines on a common platform (Upapitha), inscribed in 2023 as UNESCO World Heritage sites.

Q5. Which Article of the Constitution provides for the establishment of an independent State Election Commission to
conduct elections to Panchayats?

(a) Article 243K (b) Article 2431 (c) Article 324  (d) Article 243D

Correct Answer: (a) Article 243K
» Explanation: Article 243K vests the superintendence, direction, and conduct of all elections to Panchayats in the State Election
Commissioner (appointed by the Governor). Article 324 governs parliamentary and state legislative elections.
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